I ORIGIN/ACTION 






RM/ R 
/ 


REP 


AF 


ARA 


EUR 


FE 


N EA 


cu 


INR 

^ 1 


e 


p 

/ 


lO 


L 


FttO 


AID 




^//'k 

/ 




I AGR 


COM 


FRB 1 


, INT 

i 


LAB 


TAR 


TR 


XMB 


AIR 


ARMY 


CIA 

Z"' 


NAVY 


OSO 

I 


U 5 I A 


NSA 

s 




/ V 





P 

0^ 



■■i. 

T 

c 

.u 



DEPAKTMIiNT OF STATE 









poL/-/ /«•/--' At 

Joc // i.i S 

FOR RM USE i 



►Vv 



A-631 



LL.IITiT) OijVICI/Ji IJS'Jl 



HANDLING INOI 



TO 



L STATii 



E 






^!jJ 



A:nZi:’:assy I.S/IICO CITY 



DATE: 2 December I963 



Iifexico Rejects Cuban Note on 0sv7ald Case 



REF 



L. 



The 'Mexican and Cuban GoveriLoents have clashed over the invcsti^-ati^ 
conducted by Llexican police into the activities of Lee Harvey Osvrald, 
President Kennedy's suspected assassin, while he was in Ifexico from 
September 26 to October J. Ilexican Foreign Minister Manuel TELLO 
announced on Noverriber 28 that the Mexican Ambassador to Cuba, Gilberto 
BOSQUMS, had been instructed to return as “unacceptable" the Cuban 
Joverniuent ’ s note of November 26 -which had protested the action of 
Ilexican police in questioning an employee of the Cuban Consulate in 
Mexico City about Osv;ald's reported application for a Cuban transit 
visa dijring his visit. 

The Mexican press had reported previously that riexican authorities 
were investigating Csv/ald's activities in cooperation with United States 
authorities, includiiig the FBI. 

In its^jftotF, ttie IWjatifk^ovemiiient had charged tiiat its Consulate’s 
employee, '^Hora Silvia DUlLlN,jhad been detained by police on Nov- 
ember 25, he let in prison uariE midnight-, 'physically^ mistreated, and 
subjected to insinuations about alleged “intimate relations'* with 
Os*.vald. The Cuban note saiT^fenaT^this""^ investigation corres- 

ponded to the plan of reactionaries in the U.3. who ‘.vere using 
President Kennedy’s assassination to promote a war policy on the bjuiis 
of accusations against Cuba and the Soviet Union. Alleging that the 
Mexican police actions had disregarded the mininium guarantees owed to 
employees of a consular office, the Cuban note concluded that the 
incident had damaged the friendly relations betv;een the t-wo countries. 

In order to explain his decision to reject the Cubiin nct*^, 

Foreign Minister Tello issued the following sta^e j ft c - ft t-on November 2 
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i.lini; 3 bry of /orei(jn /aTairs iis prepared to conaidor the complaint 
of the ?.avol\JLt±om.rrj Governnient of Cuba solely in thoa/^pects \;hich are 
pertinent arid as lon^ as it is phrased in accordaiice vd'SS^iplomatic norms. 



‘'Incidentally and for the information of public op5f^^bn^ th . llinistry 
points out that Seiiora Duxan is a Ilexican national and her<j?rotection — in 
the event that she should have needed it or should need it-*^s gi.iaranteed 
by Mexican lav7.“ 

"3y virtue of this saiia nationality, the fact that Sehora Duran is 
by the Caban consulate ueitlier confers upon her .u; .He 
iamtiniries or privileges, nor removes her from the jurisdiction of the 
competent Mexican authorities." 

Tlie exch«ange ;7as one of the most acrid on record bctv:een the tv/o Govern- 
ments since Castro cane to povTer, and there has also been a sh^p reaction 
nmonx; public groups in Mexico. Under the headliu«j "All Ico^or3 Applaud 
The Decision,” the nev/spaper U1 1 i nas :To t i ci as , for exanple, quoted a number 
of spokesmen as stron-jly backing the Me:d.can position'' and declpxin^ irately 
that the "bosses of the firing squad" had notninj to teach Mexicans about 
individual ^nrantees. nevertheless, it is not believed that either 
Government v/ill consider it in its best interest at this time — barring, 
of course, further developments of a similar nature — to press this issue 
to a point Vihere relations would be seriously damared or a break in 
relations v/ould be considered likely# . . 



"‘7ne terL 3 of the note which Chancellor 
in C>.iba on !<ovember 2o axe unacceptable and, 
Bosque s has received instructions to return i 




For the Ambassador: 



Robert Ti’. Adams 
Co’unselor of iinbassy 



